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Alliance of Ten in Sha Tau Kok

Sha Tau Kok sits at river mouth of the Starling Inlet, the northeast corner of Hong
Kong' s New Territories. Flanked by mountain ranges in both north and south sides
of the Inlet running east-west, a series of valley plains array along the coastal lines,
providing the fertile land for the development of agricultural settlements. The history
of settlements in Sha Tau Kok date back to the late 17th century after the Great Clear-
ance, when Hakka immigrants from Guangdong, Jiangxi, and Fujian Province settled
in Sha Tau Kok, Tai Po. Within the jurisdiction of Xinan County under Guangdong, as
villages and populations increased during the late-Qing Dynasty, local Hakka villages
in the New Territory set up a variety of Village Alliances to defend against pirates and
establish market networks. Parallel to several other well-known Alliances in the re-
gion, the "Alliance of Ten” in Sha Tau Kok was established at that time, building up
a social network for villages around the Starling Inlet. With market town, temples and
schools, Sha Tao Kok town has since become the economic and culture center of the
region. According to an 1898' s report, the population of Sha Tau Kok had reached
8,600 at that time with 55 villages total of predominately Hakka communities.
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Village Architecture Landscape

The Kuk Po Village is composed of several settlements. Lo Wai is a squared walled-vil-
lage while San Wai is a linear village typologically, both sit on the alluvial plain facing
the ocean. The Yi To (2nd Den), Sam To (3rd Den), Sze To (4th Den), and Ng To (5th
Den) are smaller settlements developed amid mountains along the stream valley. The
creek extends into the narrow valley is recognized as a river valley of significant eco-
logical value. Besides, the remaining village-fabric and old houses, along with ruin
sites interweaving with trees, forms a unique culture landscape integrating architec-
ture heritage with nature and ecology.
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Kai Choi School, Temple

The architecture of Kai Choi School and Temple integrate village education with re-
ligion, demonstrate an excellent example of multi-functional building in rural Hong
Kong. Situated in the left wing of Kuk Po valley opposite to the pier and watch-tow-
er on the right, facing the basin and its settlements surrounded by mountain, the
school-temple architecture complex plays a key role for Feng Shui, a good site plan-
ning integrating mountain and water.

Kai Choi School started with grades one through six, with a maximum enrollment
of more than 100 students. In the 1960s, a new classroom and another annex build-
ing was built next to the main building, and the school had since expanded into the
current three-building layout. The school closed in 1993 because of the low stu-
dents-number due to village population decrease. Renovated by villagers in recent
years, the school is now classified as an historical monument waiting for its new role
in the 21st century.
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Exhibition with Installation: A Sustained Vision

Starting with the exhibition and installations in the Kai Choi School as the first move
for the Kuk Po Valley Revitalization, the Centre for Chinese Architecture and Urbanism
at the Faculty of Architecture, the University of Hong Kong is now looking into the
conservation and revitalization of the Hakka villages in Sha Tau Kok.

The “Kuk Po Vision” includes “Introduction” and “Landscape” on the ground
floor, as well as  "Architecture” and “Community” on upper floor. The Landscape
presents the wetland, Feng-shui woods, and the ecological diversity of flora and fau-
na of the valley. The Architecture introduces the evolution of building types in Lo Wai
as a typical Hakka-walled village. The Community introduces peoples and events of
Kuk Po.

The installation of Kuk Po Vision includes “Field Theatre: a landscape garden in four
acts” and “Tidal Stool” using wood and terracotta respectively, the installations
each take the mountain-field and sea-tide to start the parallel dialogues.
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When looked far above, the configuration of village could be recognized easily. Intro-
ducing the village from the perspectives of architecture, landscape and community, this
video will lead you understand the utopia retreat, Kuk Po.
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The Landscape Gallery presents the intertidal mangrove wetland ecology,
freshwater marsh landscape, freshwater stream habitats, Fengshui forests,
and the rich flora and fauna of Kuk Po. The bayfront of Kuk Po is gradually
transformed from abandoned paddy fields to brackish freshwater wetlands
and mangrove forests, with streams feeding into and meandering around.
Under the dike’s protection, the tidal water level is regulated, and the
marsh is formed by the alternation of salt and fresh water, creating a
wetland landscape where mangroves and reeds grow together. The upper
valley of the Kuk Po creek breeds many valuable species. The abandoned
grasslands are distributed along the foothills of the mountains and serve as
a habitat for fallow cattle.

TAREGR: EMEA - R - ARETHE » BB 2084 TRk
A Ivan Valin > 2tJ03E (GRIB) » TRA%E (B M)

Team: Weijen Wang, Mengxiao Tian, Natalie Cheng, Siqi Wang, Ruoxi Li, Joyce Fong
Corporation: Ivan Valin, David Shum(Landscape), Paul Cheung(Crab Habitat)




=+

.

L

odeospuet

i

RE_
Room 2

DR
Kuk Po Land-
scape

ik

Drone shoot
Mount on

Foam board
900x900

21



=+

.

L

odeospuet

i

RE_
Room 2

BIWERR
=380
Ecological
Habitats in
Kuk Po

Mount on
Foam board
850x594

BIHERS Ecology
BB Habitats



+

.

L

odeospuet

ik

RE_
Room 2

WELER
Kuk Po
Species

Mount on

Foam board
850x1050

23

——

®-6

——

®-®

[ ep—

[——
®-®

®-®

[ ——

®-®

rE—

®-0

R/ WAL
ROCKY/ SANDY SHORE WITH MANGROVE

IR
REED BED ON MARSHLAI

FU LR

%
LLY IMPORTAI

NT STREAM




=+

.

L

odeospuet

ik

BE_
Room 2

MIBERE
Kuk Po
Species

Mount on
Foam board
850x1050

PLANTATION ALONG RIPRAP AND VILLAGES

BIH4EEE Ecology

BB Habitats

BEFESE BT T i
®

W7k 28 5
BRACKISH WATER
Q
®

Q@
®

ﬁ*ﬂl
FENGSHUI FOREST
- . —)

]

FOREST, HILLSIDE SHRUBLAND AND GRASSLAND

b ~ Ly iR B

i @




=+

.

L

odeospuet

ik

DiEEEES
(FEE)
Landscape
character

evolution

(Site plan)

25



BiEEEES
(FEE)
Landscape
character

evolution

(Site plan)

B ERE]

R

i
=~

8

Landscape Evolution



=+

.

L

odeospuet

ik

BE_
Room 2

RIRBE
it
Wetland
section

Mount on
Foam board

27



BIHERS Ecology
&I Wetland



=+

.

L

odeospuet

ik

BE_
Room 2

SZEIE
Stream section

Mount on

Foam board
850x594

29

Ly
Adscont o Reed Bod

i
Adiscont o San i

o



BIH4EEE Ecology

a7ZNatural Steam

URBHEWORRZE - #EELROIEENAERET - HPY—RBERUREEES

"ESEFAREENNE, c IWTEBASEERANKE TRRERERBEEENR
MIEPRAERNER - DEHORIRRG R - RO—RE=R - AR L - P
NE - NE - BEARNEREE - DERDEMBEEEL - UBERE - RRE KR
= NRRBNEEPERCH - INOIEDHS - KEBR - B—MRVEVER - I
RePiFAYIZ - BBV - JIERBERE - BRSORRIEE S - FILUTKRES BN -
M —RREFEERE - N TERIMEBFRE - KREEMER  UZEBRYETIES
Avere - Mo BALRIA - BRKORLERERE - BROMELMERR - BUEMSE
MAER - MEID MBI AR RENEEY -

In Kuk Po, there was a natural stream flowing across the area from Ng To in the south
to the Kuk Po San Uk in the north. About 1 kilometre of the streamcourse was consid-
ered as an Ecologically Important Stream (EIS). The stream supports a high diversity
of dragonflies and freshwater fishes, and provides a good habitat for over 100 species
of butterflies and wetland plants of conservation concern. It is about Tm in depth and
1m to 3m in width. It could be roughly divided into upper, middle and lower stream,
each with different habitat characteristics. In the upstream, the topography are relatively
steep, with narrow channels and fast currents in the shallow areas. The river bottom
comprises boulders and cobbles while outcrop of bedrock could also be seen. The water
appeared to be free from pollution, yet there are limited living creatures. In the middle
reaches, the terrain is relatively gentle and river channels are gradually widened. As
streams start to merge, river flow is increased and hence biodiversity is much more rich
than the upstream. In downstream, the river generally had slow to moderate water flow
resulting from low gradient. The river bottom remains natural comprising soil, boulders
and cobbles. The gentle water flow allows the accumulation of fine soil which support
different species.
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The architectural gallery introduces the settlement pattern and building type
of Kuk Po village. These include the square-shaped Lo Wai, which represents
the early Hakka walled village in the New Territories, the one-shaped San Wai
and Yi Du, and the individual residences in Kuk Po valley. The building types
demonstrate the continuity and diversity in the evolution of the prototypical
three-bay courtyard house and townhouse, which gradually transformed into
six different forms. In the meantime, it is also a vibrant manifestation of the
gradual transition from traditional courtyard house to multi-story row houses
in technological evolution, family expansion, and land division over the past
hundred years of Hakka architectural history in the New Territories. In terms
of materials and construction, the Kuk Po buildings have witnessed the mod-
ernization of the construction process from rammed earth walls and wooden raf-
ters with a grey tile roof to concrete reinforced brick construction, combined
with mosaic tile and lime plaster fagade.

ARG A SR 1R BRI S5~ BOEREE WO AR ~ BB EInsh
BROLSE ~ BRI

Team: Weijen Wang, Mengxiao Tian, Zhu Xu, Yushan Chen, Yijun Cai, Jessy Yau, Jonathan Xie, Chuah
Hao Feng, Boris Li, Ruei Cyuan Wang, Xinhao Chen, Ziyue Yan
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The community gallery introduces the people and events of Kuk Po village
through the ages, including the spatial distribution and ancestral halls of
clans, the collective memories, and aspirations, and the stories, interviews,
and portrayals of people. The exhibition also uses a hand-drawn commu-
nity map to open an interactive display mode for public engagement. The
community exhibition is a team effort between the School of Design of the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University and the School of Architecture of the
University of Hong Kong. It presents an opportunity for collaboration be-
tween different professions and institutions in the process of revitalization
of Kuk Po.

LAREBR: RAEEE > Michael Chan B3 TR G EEBE W2 B R
Team: Christina Chu, Michael Chan and PolyU School of Design Team
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AN ANCIENT MONUMENT
TO SUNG CHING

Weiten by- Simon Wong Kuay Sung

This artcle is mainly remembered Sung Ching and the Kai Choi
school of Kuk Po Village in Sha Tau Kok area. In 1930, there were
about 500- 600 p

B E Modern History

EEGRE. HATAMTE
RV EER A N
LR IR A BN

T HNARD. 1 ELXRARNT ST AL, £1E TR
FMAREAROARER, BRI, TR0 R

—(EEDFENHE

e wan

e, ou-saennnaT_NEIARESGNES, SORNTAT
ENTER, (PRARSORRSE, SRR, BT 160N
£ a2 b
HREAMOETE, (457 T ARG, mmsnmngu b
RBAEAWE, A

il atee buang mnmc«eu of Whampoa Mitery Acsaem‘/
in Guangznou. Kai Chol school has a special feature, which is
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Chingfoned te CommunistPary i early 1023, h used o sty n
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1525 an 125 h o servd o e Crasma of W Goumy.
Wiuhua revoluton the leadership struggle. In 1928, afer th failre
of the great ravolution, Sung a5 f01ced 0 loave his own vi-
lage. He finally went o Kuk Po Village which was belonged 1o Hong
(ong He renamed as Sung Miu-on, alias Sung Zhen. In the name of
teaching and continued his revolutionary struggle.
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Yreuuenﬂy vt o rvapanese anksl ik song *and “Ten
' Two lyrics were. ord count rom one to ten,

10k 5ongs was he flecthat poied o thl Japen mitars and

Japan miltary ambitons in

China to maim people, occupied places in Ghina. Tho lyics vory
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great courage, and spirit of sacriice in order o resist against Japan,
ithas not only retained the villge elders and generals and Velerans
preaching
Kuk Po Village, | also wated to do something fo the vilage: in ad-
diton to collecting data around, leading many historians and educa-
tors all excursions and visits o the vilage.

Finally, | hope thal the Chinese Government or the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government,the abilty to *Kal Cho
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Field Theatre
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A landscape garden in four acts

O

Bl T - TACEREA DR AR
Chang Su, Tianying Li with Weijen Wang and HKU Arch students
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The “Field Theatre " develops conversations between architecture and nature
through four Camphor trees on the sea-side embankment. Just as geologists
or archeologist understand time and space of landscape and artifacts through
their body experiences in the field study, the installations hope to facilitate hik-
ers of Kuk Po to pausing for a moment trough their bodily sitting, stepping,
lie down and stand up, engaging further explorations of senses with nature of
woods and the wetland. The wooden structures further extend to the sea view
of the embankment, and the interactions with the front plaza of the school,
opening up the development of public spaces for Kuk Po Valley.





















Tidal Stool
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The "Tide Stool” starts from the sandy beach along the trail, with the porosity
of the robotic 3D-printting terracotta provides shelters for intertidal habitats.
Twenty-four terracotta stools choreographed between the mangrove and
sandstone, developed from the coastal rocks as the tide rises and falls. Distinct
from the fifteen stones on the white gravel in the Zen-garden of Ryan-Ji, the tall
and short gray-reddish brown terracotta stools anchor onto the sand while float
and move with the tide, becoming the tidal seats for travelers to meditate and
framing, their world of sea view.
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Parallel Exhibition
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Diaries of Forty-Eight Hands HKU Knowles Building
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To Float in a World Too Heavy pmg
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Theme: Diaries of Forty-eight Hands

Curator: Chang Su, Tianying Li, with Weijen Wang
Duration: 8, Feb, 2022 -, 2022

Venue:  3/F, Knowles Building, HKU



i Ll

TONIqIYXY [O[[eIe
2
g

REXHE  EBENHFZE

RERERK : &% FXE

R : 20229 3H30H - 202245H83H
FREME - PIRISE®E355, AT, S314

Theme: To Float in a World Too Heavy

Curator: Chang Su, Tianying Li

Duration: 30, Mar, 2022 - 3, May, 2022

Venue: S314, PMQ, 35 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong
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Exhibition Installation: Centre for Chinese Architecture and Urbanism, HKU Architecture
Project Director: Weijen Wang

Project Coordinator: Mengxiao Tian

Kuk Po Vision: Weijen Wang, Mengxiao Tian, and the HKU team

Field Theatre: Chang Su, Tianying Li, Weijen Wang with HKU Architecture students
Tidal Stool: Christian Lange J., Weijen Wang and the HKU team

Exhibition Lighting:  School of Design, Polytechnic University

Graphic Design: Jessy Yau

Printing: KRCC PRODUCTION CO.
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